A 43-year-old man was referred to us for evaluation of recurring ethmoid sinusitis . Computed tomography (CT) of the sinuses identified an uncommon septated concha bullosa of the right middle turbinate and a hypoplastic septated right antrum (figure, A). Clinical examination revealed a prominent right middle turbinate (figure, B).
The patient elected to undergo functional endoscopic sinus sur gery. The concha bullosa was entered anteriorly, revealing an anterior compartment (figure, C) that extended inferiorly below a posterior and superior compartment (figure, D). The lateral portions of both concha compartments were removed, revealing a well-defined ostium of the posterior and supe- rior compartment (figure, E). At the termination of the procedure, the lateral and inferior portion of the right concha bullosa was resected, which allowed for adequate drainage and venti lation (figure, F). A concha bullosa of the mid dle turbinate is a relatively common anato mic variant that may be associated with enlargement of the tur binate. Chronic rhinosinusitis may occur in associatio n with a concha bullosa when the middle meatus is subsequently narrowed.' Powered instrumentation has been used successfully as a too l for opening and partially removing a concha bullosa , there by reducing the width of the middle turbinate and allowing for access to the midd le meatus if neede d.' Because its development is related to the ethmoid sinus, a concha bullosa can exhibit vario us pat -terns of drainage into the middle meatus of the nasal cavity." This case illustrates an interesting anatomic variation of a septated concha bu llosa.
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